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Guidelines for the Completion of your Research Statement 
Please outline the subject/topic that you wish to research. Please refer to guidance notes for help with this section. Maximum word count: 1500 words.
GUIDANCE NOTES
What should be in a PhD or MPhil “Research Statement”?

We recommend that you include the following in your research statement:

1. A draft title

2. A clear statement of the aims and objectives of the proposed research

3. A brief literature review (noting the key writing in the area, perhaps as primary and secondary literature)

4. Outline of the scope of your research

5. Outline of the intended methodology (which academic discipline/s will you be looking to? Which body or bodies of theoretical work will inform your approach?)

6. If relevant, an outline of the nature of the field work you intend to conduct

7. A brief outline, if relevant, of any professional work experience you may have, and whether (and if so how) this connects with the proposed research

8. A note on the resources that may be needed

9. For practice-based research in Humanities subjects: proposed areas for your creative practice
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