

BIA training at the University of Wolverhampton 2022/23
Prospective candidates are advised to read the whole of this document carefully and keep it for future reference. This will help to save a lot of time in asking for information that is available here. 

Overview 
The University of Wolverhampton is offering an opportunity to qualify to practise as a Best Interests Assessor under the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DOLS). 

The course will be taught and assessed at level 6 (equivalent to the final year of an undergraduate degree). 

The course consists of one module: 6SO029 Developing Capability as a Best Interests Assessor and has 8 taught days. 
The course will potentially run twice in the academic year 2021/22, this is dependent on updates to the MCA (2005) and will run at Wolverhampton City Campus. 

The course will run on Mondays from 3rd October 2022 to 28th November 2022. In addition, on Mondays from 20th March 2023 to 22nd May 2023.  Each taught session would run from 9.30am. to 3:00pm. 

NB- this is dependent on any updates from Government relating to the introduction of Liberty Protection Safeguards (LPS) and the Approved Mental Capacity Professional (AMCP) Role.

Candidates are expected to undertake around 200 hours of study for the module. This includes the taught sessions, undertaking shadowing of a BIA and time spent writing the portfolio. It is essential that candidates spend time reviewing and extending their learning between the taught sessions. Candidates will be at a serious disadvantage if they miss any parts of the teaching sessions.
The module involves the candidate shadowing a qualified best interests assessor undertaking one or more DoLS processes within their agency. Candidates will also be expected to complete assessment documents and take part in case discussions. The assessed task is to complete a portfolio demonstrating capability as a BIA. The candidate’s contribution to the portfolio is two items with a combined word count of 7,000 words. Candidates must also complete a report (the ADASS form 3) which will be assessed by the supervisory body.  

There will be a briefing session on the portfolio as part of the module and candidates can undertake their shadowing opportunities at any time after the briefing, but are advised not to do so before. 

Candidates will not be eligible to act as a Best Interests Assessor until the University Boards confirm that they have successfully passed the module. 

Fees Information

· £932.40 for self-funders
· £839.00 for Wolverhampton University’s employer partners

· £797.00 per candidate per module if 5 or more candidates are sponsored for a module by a single fee payer / budget holder 

· £755.00 per candidate per module if 10 or more candidates are sponsored for a module by a single fee payer / budget holder

Entry requirements 
Applications are welcome from candidates who are one of the following— 

· an Approved Mental Health Professional; 
· a Social Worker registered with Social Work England; 

· a first level Nurse, registered in Sub-Part 1 of the Nurses’ Part of the Register maintained under article 5 of the Nursing and Midwifery Order 2001; 

· an Occupational Therapist registered in Part 6 of the register maintained under article 5 of the Health Professions Order 2001; 

· a Chartered Psychologist who is listed in the British Psychological Society’s Register of Chartered Psychologists and who holds a relevant practicing certificate issued by that Society. 

Candidates must also: 
 be listed on the register or list relevant to their profession; 

 have at least two years post registration experience in one of the professions at the point of entry; 

 have support from a sponsoring agency in providing the necessary learning opportunities and feedback for the module. This applies equally to self-funding candidates and candidates whose employers are paying the fees. N.B. The University cannot offer any support in arranging support from agencies for self-funding candidates. 

The sponsoring agency must agree to provide or arrange: 

· A copy of the DoLS Code of Practice (unless the candidate is self-funding, in which case she or he
must provide their own copy; 

· the opportunity to shadow a BIA taking part in a DoLS process; 

· feedback from the BIA; 

· feedback from a supervisory body on a “practice” form 3 completed after shadowing – this must be the same supervisory body that receives the original form 3; 

· an opportunity to learn about one other DoLS case – this can be achieved in a number of ways including a further shadowing opportunity, a discussion with a BIA or case from the candidate’s own practice; 

· a BIA or DoLS authoriser to attend one or more portfolio moderation events at the University. It may be necessary to attend more than once if the candidate does not pass first time or the submission is delayed. 

When applying for the course, candidates must upload a fully completed Agency Reference Form. This form confirms that the support necessary for the course will be provided. Agencies paying for their employees should send a copy of the form to them as part of the internal process of agreeing the training. Self-funding candidates can request a copy of the form from the course coordinator (details below). This form is available from the University Website or directly from the module leader, Sandra Wilkinson at sandra.wilkinson@wlv.ac.uk 
Candidates need a working knowledge of the Mental Capacity Act in order to successfully undertake the course. This must be demonstrated as part of the application process. 
Candidates are strongly advised to undertake the preparation module Decision-Making and Interventions with Adults in a Legal Framework but this is not a formal requirement. This is usually advised where candidates have not studied formally for a few years or have not studied at degree level. More details are available on the University website. 

Key dates, venues & facilities 

Wolverhampton City Campus Course 

Group ONE: Mondays: 03.10.22; 10.10.22; 17.10.22; 31.10.22; 07.11.22; 14.11.22; 21.11.22 & 28.11.22.
Maps of, and directions to City Campus are available from www.wlv.ac.uk (About Us - Contacts and Maps). This part of the website gives details of car parks and reaching campus by public transport. You can also find out from the University website about our free bus service from Walsall and Telford. 

Once at City Campus, the letters of the room indicate the building (e.g. MX building). The first number of a room indicates the floor of the building (e.g. MX112 is on the first floor). For up to date details, go on to the University website (www.wlv.ac.uk; Current Students; Personal Resources; University timetable; Module information for 2022/23: enter 6SO029 as the module code.) 

Candidates will have access to the University Learning Centres and on-line facilities. 

The campus has facilities for buying drinks, snacks and meals. No refreshments will be provided within the course itself. 

Briefing on the submission for this module is included in the lecture series - it is advised to undertake shadowing after this date. 
Submission for assessment - this is a two-tier submission consisting of a presentation and an assignment submission. The assignment is submitted into CANVAS (VLE).
Exam Board- February Board 2023 (successful candidates are only eligible to act as BIA after the Board has confirmed the pass grade). 

Wolverhampton City Campus Course 

Group TWO: Mondays: 20.03.23; 27.03.23; 03.04.23; 17.04.23; 24.04.23; 08.05.23; 15.05.23 & 22.05.23.
Exam Board - September Board 2023 (successful candidates are only eligible to act as BIA after the Board has confirmed the pass grade). 

Applications
The link for applications can be found on the University Website.  It is advised to apply no later than two weeks before the course starts; this will allow sufficient time for the admissions and enrolment process to be completed, thereby allowing students’ full access to the University resources. 

Sorry - late applications will not be accepted in any circumstances. 

Further questions…
Please contact the module leader Sandra Wilkinson. The quickest method is e-mail sandra.wilkinson@wlv.ac.uk.  The telephone number is 01902 322995. 

Please note that Sandra works four days per week, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

Guidance on Applications 

Thank you for reading the whole of this section carefully.

****************************************************************** 

Help and support
If you require support during the application process, please make contact with Admissions via admissions@wlv.ac.uk or 01902 322955. 

*************************************************************** 

All candidates must complete an on-line University application. There are 6 stages. 
Stage 1: Find the link for the application form: 
1. Locate the University of Wolverhampton homepage http://www.wlv.ac.uk  
2. From the homepage click on Study Here - an option along the top bar 

3. From the ‘Study Here’ page click on Undergraduate Study – an option on the left of the page. 

4. There will be a box titled “Find the perfect course for you…” 

In “search our courses” type “Best Interests Assessor”. 
This should take you to an option for “Undergraduate Credit: Qualifying as a Best Interests Assessor”. Click on this and it will take you to the on-line application. 

Stage 2: Set up an account 
You must either: 
· Set-up a ‘New Account’ if you have not studied with the University of Wolverhampton before or; 

· Log-in to an ‘Existing Account’ if you have studied at the University of Wolverhampton before and know your e:Vision username and password (the ‘forgotten password’ link can be used if you have an e:Vision account but have forgotten your password). 

Please keep your e:Vision log-in details safe for future use. 

Stage 3: Completing the application form 
Your personal statement need only confirm that you have been nominated by an agency such as a local authority and name the contact person. If you are self-funding, state the name of the person who has completed the agency reference form. There is no need for any other information. 

· If you are self-funding, you should state this on the application form. 
· You must upload proof of your highest qualification. This is for University audit purposes and has to be done before you can enrol 
· You must upload a fully completed Agency Reference Form. Applications without this will be rejected. 
· Do not name a reference as there is no need for this. If you do name a reference, an automated request will be sent out. 
Stage 4: Receiving an offer of a place. 

You will receive a letter, text and email confirmation of receipt of your online application form. This is not the end of the process. 

Once a decision has been made you will be advised by Admissions via text and email. 

Please remember that a “conditional offer” means you have to do something (such as provide evidence of your qualifications) so that your offer is made “unconditional”. The email will tell you what you need to do in order to get an unconditional offer. You should accept the conditional offer through e:Vision while you are providing the required evidence or information. 

Stage 5: Accept the offer of a place 

If you have been offered a place on the course you will need to accept the offer of this place via e:Vision. If you do not complete this essential task a place will not be reserved for you on the course. You will receive no further contact from Admissions until you accept your conditional or unconditional offer. You must advise Admissions of any change to your address/email/telephone contact details. 

Stage 6: Enrolment 

Once all conditions have been met and you are in a position to enrol; Admissions will send you a letter/email and text with instructions for online enrolment through e:Vision. 

Please note you must complete all stages of your enrolment no later than the specified enrolment deadline date. If you fail to meet this deadline your offer of a place may be withdrawn. You will not be able to use University facilities (such as the library) until you have enrolled. 
If you are asked during enrolment to upload a funding letter, you can use the Agency Reference Form.
You will need to inform Admissions of any change to your address/email/ telephone contact details.
